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……seeing the potential others miss…….…bringing hope and a future……
Core purposes
• Provide employment and
training opportunities for
long term unemployed men
through our social enterprise
project Straight-Way.

• Build structure in chaotic
lives by giving individuals a sense
of purpose, value and
accountability.
• Provide experience of
practical skills easily transferred to
other life/work settings.
• Present the Christian faith in
practical ways to those who take
part in the projects.

It's 15 years since the Straight-Way project was launched and we have some
fantastic stories to tell of God's love and compassion in action over that
time. There have been challenges and frustrations, but we very much feel
God's guidance as Straight-Way has grown and developed over the years.
Stan Scott has led the charge with
hard work, dedication and wholehearted commitment. It is however
now time for a "changing of the
guard" as Stan hands over to our
new General Manager Don Thomas.
So how did Straight-Way come
about? "I was a Prison Fellowship
volunteer going into Craiginches
and noticed that the same faces
kept reappearing. A few of us
reflected on this and decided to set
up the Way Trust Charity and the
Straight-Way project to give the
men an opportunity to sort their lives out once they got out of prison. We
wanted it to be Christian based as that was how we had come across the

guys in the prison in the first place. I remember talking with one of the first guys from the prison and he asked
me how to become a Christian. I told him and suggested a "sinner's prayer" which he then repeated. A short
while later he came and asked if that now meant he was a Christian, I stopped and asked him if he had meant
what he had just prayed, he said yes. I wasn't expecting his answer but was obviously over the moon."
Stan, married to Lynn, has two sons, one daughter and
six grandchildren and describes himself as supportive,
determined and a risk-taker. There is no such thing as
an average Straight-Way day - Stan would take each
day as it came and always waited to see how many
men had turned up for work, knowing there was a
chance that not all would be there. Over the years
though God has always supplied the work and
116
completed jobs
in 2015

the workers, even at the last minute, and Stan
acclaims "God has never let us down.”
Of course there have been times of frustration and
challenges for Stan, none more so than if the men start
substance abuse again. Stan though has always been

there for them and at the end of a 'phone. He has devoted much time and attention to the men over the years
and has walked along-side them through their struggles and hardships. Stan’s favourite bible verse says,
“God can do anything, you know - far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest
dreams! He does it not by pushing us around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within
us.” (Ephesians 3:20) Stan has experienced and knows the truth of these words.
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Prayer Needs
• a steady flow of work opportunities
to sustain the project.

Don Thomas, born and bred in
South London, moved to Aberdeen
in 2009 to study theology. Here he

• the workforce and their diverse and
many needs.

met Abi, got married to Abi (baby
on the way) and ended up staying
up North! When asked to describe

• skill and wisdom for Don in his new
role.

himself in three words Don replied:
hard working, passionate, kind. Don

• pray for Stan’s health and his
ongoing medical treatment.

Financial Report
The Trust has been fortunate to retain
a group of committed regular
supporters. In the year to March ’15
the Trust distributed £19K to StraightWay.
The Trust is currently served by six
Trustees who regularly give up their
time to assist in the overseeing of the
Trust objectives – these trustees do
not receive any remuneration or
expenses.

joins Straight-Way as our new
General Manager and comes with
experience of working for a local
building and gardening company,
coupled with a heart for compassion
ministry. We welcome him to StraightWay and are excited with the unique
blend of skills and vision that Don
brings, along with his exuberant
enthusiasm.
Last year we started fitting Enable
Access Ramps and we are pleased
to say this has been a great
success with 35 projects being

Financial support is essential to
continue this vital work providing
opportunity for the long-term
unemployed - please consider
supporting us. Gift Aid forms are
available - please contact us.

fencing etc, Don brings along a wealth of soft-landscaping

Income/Expenditure 2015

Please support this social enterprise project and follow Aberdeen

successfully completed. As well as
the usual hard-landscaping
projects that Straight-Way can
deliver such as block paving,
experience and we hope to expand our range of work in this area.
Straight-Way Ltd on Facebook.

Straight-Way Income
Way Trust Grant Support
Debt repayment
Straight-Way Expenditure

Should you wish to discuss a project such as these pictured, or fencing,
turfing, tree removal, hedge trimming or any landscaping job then
please contact Don at 07764 182568 or don@straight-way.co.uk
Obituary - - - - Allan Jack

-£126K

£109K

£19K
£10K

Way Trust loan balance: -£31K
Copies of the certified accounts can
be made available on request.
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In May ’15, our long-serving former chairman and
trustee passed away, quite unexpectedly, after a short
illness. His wisdom, vision and friendship are sorely
missed by all those involved in the Way Trust.

The Way Trust reports to the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator
(OSCR). If you have any queries please contact Graham Young at:
graham@thewaytrust.co.uk
www.thewaytrust.co.uk

tel: 01224 735111
www.straight-way.co.uk

