Just a thought…
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Some things in life remain constant, some change and some present challenges. That certainly has been
our experience in the work of The Way Trust this year. Our Mission and Purpose are constant – to give
hope and a future to the marginalized through our work training projects. We have been hugely
encouraged to see this become reality for so many of the trainees at both Straight-way and Gateway@
Credo. To see lives changed is the greatest reward and the spur to press on.
The changes are reflected in our Trustee Team. With regret but great gratitude we have said goodbye to
two Founder Trustees this year – Norman Walker and Brian Pirie. Their commitment, wisdom and
patience will be sorely missed. We have however been reinforced and reinvigorated by 4 new Trustees
with legal, financial, management and pastoral skills – Shirley Allen, Neil Cordiner, Henry IrvineFortescue and John Merson.
The challenges come in the form of disappointments, the daily perseverance and the need to generate
sufficient funding. To every one of you who has supported the work, volunteered and given so generously
we say an enormous THANKYOU. There is so much more to be done.
Allan Jack, Chairman
It is just over 5 years since my arrival in Aberdeen as Chief Constable of Grampian Police.
One of my first public engagements was to speak at the launch of the 'Women's Project'
and that event was to be critical in shaping my own public ministry in the north east as well
as helping me to recognise the power of the church working together to meet the needs of
our communities.
The dedication of Alfie, Stan and their teams, and the touch of God on the lives of the trainees has evidenced
real changes in their lives and that of their families. The chaos created in even the strongest family by one
member whose life is misdirected, self centred and hopeless is hard to imagine. But the peace and
contentment that follows when that person finds 'The Way' and trusts in a new lifestyle is tangible and a
reality in so many families connected to this work.

News from THE WAY TRUST
Operating Straight-Way Ltd
and Gateway @ Credo

By the way…
Straight-Way is in its 9th year of business. The year started
quietly with small jobs rather than big jobs but God is good
and kept us supplied with clients and work. However,
although we need work to train the men that come to us, we
also need your prayers as addiction is a strong bond to break.

There are many ways you can support us in our work. Firstly please pray:
for the men that come to us with problems, large and small.
that work will continue to come in so that we can provide meaningful employment as we seek to
support the men as they confront their problems, and as we introduce them to Jesus Christ.
that the men will have the strength and wisdom to avoid the devil's attacks as they seek to cast
off their chains and walk free.
You could also support us as a volunteer. Do
Some of the men and supporters are shown here on a fishing trip
in early August; extra curricular activities don't happen
often but are greatly appreciated when they do take place.
A number of fish were caught at sea up in the
Moray Firth, not as many as there were in Luke 5
though. Despite what some of the men may say,
none of the fish were as big as
the one in Jonah 1!

you have spare time or skills that you could pass
onto us? We would be interested to hear from
you.
Or, if you are a banker who has been feeling
guilty about that big bonus, then get in touch we have some excellent remedies and you will
feel blessed when you see how simple the
remedy is!
Finally, My God can do anything, you know—far
more than you could ever imagine or guess or
request in your wildest dreams! Can yours?

In my final 3 years as Chief Constable I look forward to a continuing strong and effective Way Trust and the
encouragement it brings to so many of us.
Colin McKerracher CBE QPM LLB

Stan Scott, Project Manager

Donation Form - Gift Aid Declaration: SCO31617
Please reclaim tax on all donations I have made to The Way Trust since 8th May 2001
(You must pay income tax or capital gains tax equal to or more than the tax we can reclaim on your donations)
I agree to notify you if I cannot fulfil the requirement at any time in the future.

Full Name: __________________________________
Full Address: ________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

Signature: ______________________

Postcode : __________________________________

Date of Declaration: ______________

Mo n s t er S po n sor
You can donate very simply to Gill’s Monster Run Appeal at
www.JustGiving.com/GGourlay
or post a cheque to The Way Trust 14 -20 John Street Aberdeen AB25 1BT

I’ve been working with Straight-way from the beginning when all we had
was two barrows and two spades in the back of a car. Things have
changed so much it is unbelievable, Straight-way Landscaping is now up
there with the best of them, the only thing that has not changed is the
principles that Straight-way is based on - helping men, young and old get
back into a working environment no matter what their background, and to
introduce them to the Lord. Personally, I shared many of the problems the
guys had and had it not been for Straight-way only the Lord knows what
shape my life would be in now. I doubt it would have ended up very rosy.
Every day has challenges of different kinds at Straight-way but with the Lord’s help we always seem to
overcome them. I can honestly say that working for a company that can offer hope, faith and love makes
getting up on a cold wet and windy morning that little bit easier.
Allan
Alan
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A message from the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations
Two years have passed since we first opened our doors as The Gateway Coffee
and Gift Shop. Many people have come as customers and a large number of
them have become regulars. One major change is that we no longer operate the
gift shop, instead The CLC Bookshop occupies that space. Reaction to this new
mix has been very positive.
Twenty-three trainees have been involved on the scheme since we began, most of these had either
never had a job before or had not worked for many years. Five have gone on to full time employment,
two to Further Education, one is now at University and six are still with us on their training programme.
Four others, who have not yet found employment, continue to come to Gateway 1 or 2 days a week as
volunteers, which we think speaks volumes for the sense of community, confidence and purpose which
they have found there.
At some times of the year we have struggled to
have enough volunteers but their role in
supporting the trainees has been fundamental
to the successes which we have seen.
Mornings and afternoons continue to be the
quiet times of the day but lunchtimes seem to
get busier as the months go by. We thank you
for your part in the project whether as an
occasional customer or as a financial or prayer
partner with us. We really are giving Hope and
a Future to unemployed women in Aberdeen
Alfie Cordiner, Project Manager
I had been unemployed for nearly ten years when I came to Gateway on
placement from Support Training Scotland. I didn't know what to expect
because my last job was with a cleaning company. I liked making friends
with everybody in the Coffee Shop and working in the team. I liked the
training Andrea and Alfie gave me and also the volunteers helped me and
were very nice to me. At the end of my placement I had a job interview at
Forestgait Nursing Home. When I got the phone call at Gateway to say
that I had got the job we all cried together with happiness. Now I've been
working at Forestgait for 3 months. I serve the residents with their early
morning tea in their beds and then their breakfasts. I have made a few
friends at work and feel much more independent.
Thank you to Gateway @ Credo for helping me.
Catherine (Trainee from Jan – April 2009)

How can you help?
If you would like to support the work financially please contact Alfie Cordiner on
01224 732894, 07739 138006, or alfie@credo-gateway.co.uk and…
Please pray for us!

I became aware of The Way Trust when it was first established in Aberdeen and have worked closely for
many years with Stan Scott who delivers the project for men in the city. This has been an incredibly
supportive organisation and has helped many young men often with multiple barriers to employment get
back into employment and to develop their skills base.
It was through Stan I became aware of Gateway @ Credo being set up to help support females in a
similar manner. Since the outset I have worked closely with Alfie and Andrea. Gateway @ Credo have
helped provide 13 week work placement opportunities for many New Deal clients including young
persons between the ages of 18-24 and clients referred through New Deal for Lone Parents. The
provision is excellent, very supportive and has helped many move on. That many clients continue to
voulnteer after their placement opportunity reflects very positively on Gateway.
The existence of The Way Trust has literally provided many clients with a life-line and has in my opinion
added great value to the Community at large. In an age where young people often have no feeling of self
worth, are disillusioned with society as a whole, and unsure what the future holds for them, the support of
The Way Trust has been invaluable.
Graham Stuart, Client Liaison Officer, SCVO

A MONSTER RACE
On the 4 October 09 Gill Gourlay will take part in Britain’s third largest marathon: The Baxters Loch Ness
Marathon (from Fort William to Inverness), and she will be running to support The Way Trust.
Gill Gourlay, is wife to Brian, mother to Cameron (17) and Douglas (15), and along with those very
important jobs she also work as a Job-share Librarian at Westhill Academy and as a Volunteer at
Gateway @ Credo. She started running about 8 years ago to encourage her boys with their athletics, and
is now a member of Aberdeen Amateur Athletics Club and trains with the vets squad twice a week.
Gill started her racing with the Balmoral 10k and has completed lots of 10ks since, both at home and
abroad, and has since moved up to half marathons, completing 10 so far. Her biggest challenge and
highlight was the 2008 London Marathon when she found the atmosphere was fantastic and it really
spurred her on to finish in 4 hours 18 minutes.
As a volunteer at Gateway @ Credo, Gill is able to see first hand how the time spent in the coffee shop
impacts the lives of the girls placed with us. It's a great joy for her to serve the Lord by getting alongside
these girls. The staff say that running about round the tables is a great way of her training for the
marathon!
"Our witness as a group of volunteers and staff to the folks that visit the coffee
shop is very significant. Many remark about the atmosphere in the cafe - about
how peaceful it is and how friendly the staff are. Should we be surprised? No.
God is there with us. We are using Jesus as our perfect example - he met people
where they were regardless of circumstance, and as volunteers we try in a small
way to do the same. The Lord is blessing this work of the Way Trust in Gateway
and Straight-way and it’s a privilege to participate in the Loch Ness Marathon
2009 in aid of The Way Trust." says Gill.
Please visit www.JustGiving.com/GGourlay
where you can pledge your support for Gill by sponsoring her. Every little helps!

